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Alignment
and Authority

PRE-SESSiON STUDY: Complete this page before the session begins.

MY TESTIMONY

Journal about a way in which our last session came into play during the week:

SCRIPTURE FOCUS: MARK 10:35-37, 41-45
1. What words in the passage stood out to you?

u:;,0

2. Circle any words you would like to understand more deeply. (Make a note to discuss
after class if your questions are not answered during the session.)

3. How would you sum up the meaning of this passage?
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The way to authority, as

Jesus exemplified, is not

through self-exaltation. It

is through humility; it is

through serving.

Alignm



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Do you consider yourself a leader or a follower?

2. In what ways might an increase in understanding of authority benefit our lives?

INTRODUCTION

This session may be based on a video or a story from the Bible. This week's Introductory
Bible passage is Matthew 16:13-23.

NOTES
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SESSION STUDY: Complete this page during the session.

ALIGNING OUR MOTIVES

Jesus modeled the of His ; He expects us to do
the same. Those values are not about power and position over others but about

and

Read Mark 10:35-37. 41-45.

1. Why should the desire for authority over others be shunned? (verses 42-43)

2. What should we desire instead? (verse 44)

3, Jesus had all authority and power but embraced the role of what? (verse 45)

4. Why is power and position alluring to us, and how do we instead embrace serving
others?
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ALIGNING WITH THE VALUES OF HIS KINGDOM

TO EXERCISE HIS AUTHORITY

God trusts us with _ wh©n w© align ours©tvss with His kingdom and its
_  and _ ar© ©ss©ntial elements in binding

and loosing (exercising authority).

Read Matthew 18:18-22.

1. What are the conditions in which the things we ask for come to pass? (verse 19)

2. Why do you think Peter asked Jesus how many times he should forgive others?

3. What should our response be when someone wrongs us?

V

58 Relational Elements



oTHE VALUE OF AUTHORITY

Authority comes from above, and God blesses us when we recognize and
authority. We also are given authority in relation to other people, and we must

in a way that pleases God.

Read Matthew 8:5-10.

1. In what way was humility revealed in the centurion? (verse 8)

2. What enabled the centurion to have authority? (verse 9)

3. In what way did the centurion acknowledge the authority of Jesus? (verse 8)

4. How should we acknowledge authorities in our lives?
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Authority and

power are not about

domineering over

others. Authority

and power are about

service and humility.

Such are the values of

His kingdom—values

Jesus taught and lived.
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ej|y THE VALUE OF ALIGNING WITH OTHERS
Aligning with kingdom values necessarily involves aligning with other _ In
the family of God. This process is powerful, helping the church care for one another and

each other to good

Read Hebrews 10:21-24.

1. What should we consider concerning good works? (verse 24)

2. How can you encourage someone to do good deeds?

3. How could someone help you in your spiritual growth?
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